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SETTLE THE GAS QUESTIONS

Dees the House Committee oa Affairs

of the District oC Columbia propose to
allow a just measure framed te tfca in-

terest of the pTJbUc welfare to bao
steugfeed by one dded testtoaony of
men employed to protect a bnnmmn that
is yielding iaordteate pronto

Does House Committee on AIrS
f the District of Columbia thtek k

of these weOpald water gas experts-

as to the gas supply of Washington or
by the unbiased reeonuneadationa of gev

ernawnt experts disinterested except as
to the public welfare

An official report baeed upoa a thor-

ough chemical analysis sad investigation
in the hands of Congreae transmitted

by toe Presidentwhlch shows that the
product of the Washington GesHght Corn

cent coal gaecovtains M per eeut of
dead carbon monoxide and hence con
stantly imperils the lives of coneumers
Four known deaths are of record as the
restult of this poisonous gas suppijr How
many more actually have occurred from
the same cause will never be known

There is unanimous agreement feD
by the highpriced water gas experts
themselves a to the dangers of carbon
monoxide Its deadly poteoa is not dis-

puted And nobody undertakes to corn
bat the fact that the percentage of car-

bon monoxide m the Washhieton gas
supply accepting the findings of the gov
emmeht experts is abnormally and
peHloushr high

Bet beae experts brought here to aa-

rgaqbr the change demanded by the
government and the District offer a vol
ume of Interesting technical testimony
enlightening only as to one hoping-
to convince the committee that after aO
coal gas is almost as dangerous as water
gas and that to compel a change at this
time would work a hardship upon the
Washington Gaslight Company ta forcing
toe expenditure of for a coal gas
plant and thus render impossible a re-

duction in the price of gas te the con

AIl of which rammed up and aec opted
at its face value means this and nothing
mcr that the committee Is asked te
subordinate the Interest of the pahfle w
the interest of the Washington GesHght
Company

If coal gas contains only oneHfth the
amount of carbon monoxide contained hi
water gas and can be made to furnish
an equally satisfactory light which un-

doubtedly is the ease not only the wis
dom but the absolute necessity of

the danger In that prapertien
becomes apparent at once As for the
outlay that would be involved in
change we do not believe the Washing-
ton Gaslight Company itself would seri-
ously contend that it would amount to
even onehalf of Mem

it not a fact that most modern
equipped largest gas plant

in this country if not ta the world that
at Astoria N Y erected at a cost of
BM Mis a coal gas pleat This in itself
answers the assertions of these high
priced water sas experts that coal gas
i becoming a thteg of the post Addi
tional evidence of an ecuaOy ceovncing
an irrefutable character ta support of
the Districts demand for Ute substitu-
tion of a safer product for the poisonous
gas BOW supplied may easily be furnished
If the District is as native and alert in
the public interest as the Washington
Gaslight Company hen Hell ta seeking
to justify Ks use of Its dangerous prod-
uct Certainly there should be prompt
steps taken to put such evidence before
tbe committee

This whole gas mesdo ought to be
settled and settled right at tma session
of Congress A sole Ilhsninaat Is de-

manded at a reasonable rate The stock-
holders of the WashingtOR Gaslight Com-
pany thetnehree would subserve aad eon
serve their Interests by Joining in the
public demand for prompt and equitable
action A perpetuatioB of tile present
situation is impossible as to Ja
view of the governments disclosures
and unjustmabte as to price ta view of
the rate paid by consumers ta Other
ctttes

Incidentally the MB regatattag pres-
sure though relatively antaportant
should be passed te the Interest ef those
sections of the dty or suburbs that are
justly cotnplaiatag of poor service

The Congressional Record is very care
ully edited by spells

Passing of Civil Engineers of the Navy
Of all those who are Interested la the

reforms In the Navy Department and
navy yard reorganization begun by Sec-

retary Newberry no branch of the navy
is destined to be more vitally concerned
In the reformation than the members of
the navel corps of civil engineers They
recognize that their Importance as a
staff corps of the United States navy
has been materially lessened by the order
issued recently placing the bureau of
Yards and docks the head of which Is a
civil engineer with the rank of rear
admiral out of commission End making
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ctvil engineers hitherto CD duty in charge
ot pabMc werksjat lujvy yards subordi-
nate to the naval constructors If this
does not limit the extension of tie corps

of civil engineers nothing which can be
designed by human Ingenuity is

of effecting that disaster It is quite
evident that the civil engineers of tile
navy are destined to find themselves a-

part ef the corps ef naval constructors
which weald not be so much of a calam-

ity since the naval constructors are aWe
progressive officers In whose Intimate
eompaay any ORe should be glad to be

found But it must strike the civil engi-

neers as something which approaches
extinction when they nd their independ-
ence of organization destroyed and their
Important functions placed under the
supervision ot another corps They may-

be excused under such circumstances if
they are found entertaining a grievance

and coBea pteting a resistance to such a
fate

Stand up straight Cuba and be a man
Dont get wabbly the very fkst jua p from
die box

There Are Juries and Juries

A contemporary wonders in a degree
bordering on amazement that two of

the jurors selected to try the Coopers

ia X ashvHIe for the rauDuer of a
atm CarBtaok are men who confess that
they never read the papers and are-

a but positively illiterate
Without committing ourselves uareserv-

ediy t the proposition we shall forthwith
set up it occurs to us nevertheless that
an argaateat might be advanced ta tills
matter not altogether devoid of logic that

plausible If not ultimately coodueive
When we contemplate the outjewne ef
the ThoratOR Jenkins Reins case but re-

cently under tile public eye and the mere
aadeat hOt none the less discreditable
Thaw out to mention others of
parallel persuasion we are moved to
speculate coaslderabiy as to what might
have happened had these eases been left

reM the papers and were all but Wt
orate Ia the Hales Sad the Thaw moos
the Juries were theeretScnlty composed
of sane uprigsrt honorable nten There
does not appear t have been a Juror Ia
the tot dtsqueiiaed bncnnsp of a dtepaei

tea not to read the newspapers or for
unWacy On die contrary eeefe jury-
man was presumed to be something of am

extremist the other ways
By something of a converge process of

reasoning we are led to suspect that a
dnXereut outcome aright have Mea re-

corded ta these matters had the Juries
ben long on common sense as a prl

and uptodate wisdom secondarily Seme
of the most levelheaded mon ta this
world In some respects have boss woe-

fully dencient te others If the jades
that do reed newspapers sad sat them-

selves educated cannot do any better tin
the juries ta the Hates and Thaw
did we are not sure but that It would
be a good idea to turn the next ease of

all events if we did net get an imptOfui-
rerdlet we should not be so keenly dhv-

ppeant d You de not aspect anything
men from ft Mace ora 4gaera Hns

centemperary prints
headed The Arising South The Souxh
shows a tendency not only to arise hot
te shtae

Senatorial Approval of Sherman Act
The Seaae Judiciary Committee ta re-

porttag adversely oa the Warner bill fur
the of the Sneman aMtMrnst
taw has given much scuss d aot-

a aatleriBg taderseaieat The act says
the report fe dear ceeaprehenstve cer

nod highly remedial It is ta
every respect a model law To amend it
as has been proposed by President Roose-

velt whose views were sabstaaTJaBy em-

bodied In the Warner bin would be z
calamity Oa the other hand to attempt
to enforce this model taw against an eon
btaations ta the judgment of the Execu-
tive worse than folly as Mr Reese
welt has pointed out te half a dozes
raeseegac Mr Taft also has expressed
the view that the Sberman law shooM be

sBght cbmage will be to make It
a workable nod efiecdve sttute But It
Is evident that the mood of the Sonata is
at present opposed to any motMcadoa o
this model law and if that mood con-

tinues those who believe It far too drastic
will have no recourse but to hope fur a
less strict aM literal judicial construc-
tion of K than has hitherto pvevaed
The issue tavelved ia these diverse views

of the Sherman act is whether cotnoiRa-

tioas in restraint of trade or having a
tendency toward industrial Consolidation
should be permitted or whether they
should all be outlawed no matter what
their conduct may be and regardless ef
their industrial usefulness The Senate
committees opinion that the law is a
model one Implies the opinion that It
should be enforced and a like Implication
arises out of the Inquiry of subcommit-
tee of the same committee into President
Roosevelts refuse to object on grounds
of public policy to the steel trusts
acquisition of the Tennessee Coal aaa
Iron Company But if that acqoisttleB
was in violation of law thousands of
similar acts are likewise in of
the same law and a government prosecu-

tion of aH these alleged violations would
dog the courts and set the industrial
world by the ears There is a serious
practical question as well as one of
principle in the Senates attitude toward
the law forbidding aH combinations as
opposed to Mr Roosevelts belief that en-

forcement of it indiscriminately would be
folly It is whether the government can
by any form or variety or number of
legal proceedings or by any sort of
criminal prohibition stop the whole course
of industrial evolution which is eo em-

phatically one of combination and or-

ganization and mutual agreement In
spite of the committees belief that the
Sherman law Ia a highly remedial statute
there is little evidence that such applica-
tion of it as has been made to industrial
conditions has accomplished anything In
reversing the universal tendency toward
combination and organisation of industry

To the committees assnapttoa that the
law is clear comprehensive and certain
there may aa Interposed the observation
that its scope la by no means clearly da
fined by judicial cantrucUan Up to a
year ago It was by no mean certain that
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it could be invoked against the interstate
boycott and there are other phases of
It yet te be passed upon by judicial au-

thority Ia fact probably no other Fed-

eral statute of such importance Is in
greater need of judicial illumination

Mr Beach Hargte recently shot him-

self ta the foot White net all that might
have bees desired Beachs acquaint-
ances ought to let Mm know they appre-

ciate that as a starter anyway

Chinese always begin their New
YeAr by paying off their debts says the
Milwaukee Sentinel The only sure recipe
for aeiag this te carefully to avoid mak
lag debts during the old year

The Charleston News and Courier is re-

spectfully referred te Che fact more-
over that Mr Taft admits having kissed
the blarney stone ta Ireland several
years age

A New Jersey man Insists walking
areuad oa aH fours Doubtless some-
body recommended te him as a sure
cure for tile grip

We have not the slightest objection to
the abolition of Hon by the Oklahoma
legislature nor yet would we demur
strenuously should Kentucky de away
with CeL only we sincerely hope the
growth of this Idea In America will in
ao wise toad further to stimulate our
aeJraeses te their foreign titlehunting

TJte sum total of Eyes words in the
Getrdan of Sdea was fi t3taree says
the Bristol HeraldCourier And the sum
total of her sentence was twentythree

It Is rather curious when you come to
think of ft that a winter so open as this
one should be seised upon by so many
Southern fegMetwes as a fit and proper
season to put the Hd OR things

hens are aa uwaeceeeery evil-

S JFS a phyetelaic Bald heads may be w
necessary but they one not aeeessarOy
ova we think

It seems that the battle ship North
corolla got over the Ctauiesioo bar alt
right and with Mr Taft aboard too
This we preeaaTe will forever sDeace
the pastbTeroae ones who have made it
their auataees te knock that bar for lo
these many yeara

Carrie Nation was pettsd with eggs ta
London one night hint week As 1C ap-
pears the eggs were fresh however this
may have boon intended as a tribute

regard

Now if beasoate of soda can be used
successfully to preserve sac forests why
thats another story ef coarse

The HuapBJto hoard has had
another relapse se to speak

War with Japan te remote says tile
Rkfamoad News Leader Would the war
talk ere equally so

The New York Herald thinks tile tore
of Gotham is irresistible Perhaps hat
everybody seems to be pretty well OR to
the typical li pignukator of New York

Binae doesnt look a very
hero says the BmHhuecc S a

Which tit lucky for Btaas U he has any
ueeire to remain a here

Tbe LouwvfBe CourierJoeraal cults OR
on Indonaitc and not nsaiad

Squelch Thornton Jeuktee Hams Bx
coBaat idea TacMintrnliy however the

te aurjthti ao ch te his

Sonator Joseph Brlstvw has set oat
for Washington with a war whoop says
the Baltimore Star Senator Davis could
probably Inform hhn there is aethiag ta-

hVtf the Stars Is realty aces
rate

In tendering Me Taft aw alligator ban
Quet New Orleans isidouexfese grtarty de-

tenntaed to bin something truly
strenuous to chew upon

The Trfuvaa paiiliihBd ta Bewfte Italy
proposes Resnaa ctttzeaehlp be eon
ferrad OR Mr HooseveK he first
enters that city We soapect the Tri-
bune wants to make sure Mr Roosevelt
will do as Romans do whoa in Rome

T have been a kicker for twelve yeaca
says John Wesley Gaines To be sure
and a teety one me Heres hoping Mr
Gaines Is alIve sOd kicking for raaay
years to come

A J0a4elphia man died eC heart die
moo while waiting for a street car says
tIM SprtesfteM Uaiea Which suggests
the Ones deferred make the
heart sick

That blizzard Wfcaed OR schedule time
as the weather would

A Delaware man deltas to have seen
footprints ef the devil mode in that
Sta e according to Ms estimate within

twenty years Of course some
people will feel assured they are merely

GusT Addlefs footprints however

Mr Root who succeeds Mr Platt says
he favors a parcels post One by one a
few ancient strangle holds are being
loosened ia this load of the free

We are not at aH sure it is true that
bedcarriets smile more than millionaires
There are so many more aodcarriers In
the world that it is hard to get the rel-

ative statistics straight

Ou Board of Aldccmen
Er m B eS HersM

The Congreseional Record devotes sev-
eral pages to a verbatim report of a de-

bate in the Senate the other day on the
question of appropriating a few hundred
dollars for the removal of snow from
the sidewalks streets and gutters of the
city Washtegtoa The debate enlisted
the finest talent of the Senate and the
question of providing the requisite funds
wherewith to remove the snow that had
fallen in a stogie storm was considered
in all its varied phases practical and

A perusal of the numer-
ous pages sad columns of this debate
serves as a reminder that the Senate of
the tnlted States is entitled to rank
as the board of aldermen of the District
of Columbia

Antiquities
iAeBsstsBTrzaKitot

Speaker Cannons story reported this
morning of the roan awakened In the
night by the feminine cry There are
robbers In the house only to reply

You are mistaken they are all In the
Senate Is of about the same age and
much to the same point as the joko now
repeated in one of the local theaters
that Congressmen have become so sensi-
tive that In answering the roll call they
now say Not guilty

So More Old Maids
Xfrca the Baltimore Star

In this age there are no old maids The
term has been taken out of conversation
and literature but there are many
bachelor girls who do their part In the
world with signal ability and to whom
the praises of the Prcsidsatclact wIlt
as welcome as they are justified
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A LITTLE NONSENSE

TilE PRESS KUaiOIUS-
TB hitches Pegasus between

The shafts of alleged wit
Poor Peg must wen himself demean

And do his deity

hapless think it wrong
B taken much aback

To nave to drag along
A literary hack

lib Position
He decHaes the n bes auership

Wiry hes a rJc
He warns to hold on t9 some of

his mosey

Just So
The brook babbled the poet runs

a forever
Does a continuous Marathon as it

were cewineated the nan in tile street

Sure Enough
Theres fitftew se ie always bar

Why QOntptam about H might
always borrowing money

Front Row Toddlers
Second chttdhooe baBeves in nines

Bet your
That ie why It always tarries

Near the stage

MIght Have Been Ancestors
No matter how t leera one

cannot always recognise Gpportaaity
How aewT
Sera people I believe wont back In

the Mayflower

Of Course
Tte love that make the world ge

round
What we rosily H something t

make the mrrtrnaTflrli young soret
The Goods

We JIve fat exacting times
As to hew
One muse oettver the good and
ki caught with them

POOR SAINT V1EBNTME

Time Jinn Taken liberties with His
Once Revered Name

BhMi L Qiitemu te tile MhMttar
The paradoxical not to my absurd

andes of Tone vert newer more ouaifit-
ly exemplHled than tn ibis matter of St
Valentine Never was insult more whim
sfcattr added to Injury than by the rW-
tmry aaaoetatloB of the stern and
atanshtered who teD martyred be
iioaa the dubs of the Emperor Ctaodhas
somewhere toward the lad of UK third
century with the Joyous sad essentially
pagan festival wMeh tau his MUM ta-

vate Itecmdul as a wan of exeeptJeaal
chastity of charactert be aeeocfcUed
with Ophelias beautIful ribald heart-
breaking

I a Mid tt jow vtadMr
fee row

nod be grossly Hbolo by charles
Lamb a a rubicund priest of Hyman
attended with tbotnanda and tttm of
thonaaada of ttttle lov r

The htotorkml fact is that poor Sc
Val ntlae reputation aa a
0acrtteed to that astute policy of the
CfcrtotfcMi church which fiadte the oU-
mgaa feotlrab too deeply rooted to
popatar aentlJiKiiU changed their name
w that of some Christian saInt and
adopted then for own

Thus Valentine day wan origiaatly a
reMIt of rchrnata Jane and on the night
before hays would draw tile nunee of

ds te order to divine who Jlnuii be
their sweethearts in the eondng year Tha-
ehvrch frowned on this huteeeat
said the tiiinee fur
sweeCbcoTta whereby it may bo sap
poeed the game would somewhat km-
gnfeh in anile of the dam the
old pagan manner of playing the game
bus goua on until this day and couaiiy
girls will stIll pin to tbetr
pillows on St Valenttoes ea hopm to
dream of their yotae man and by
divers other aorceriec strive to wrest
from the fntnre the secret nacnraliy near
eel to tile human heart the or name
of the beloved For saints
caonot prevent the world from keeping
immortality young and the birds will go
OB mating on the 14th of February ta
spite of aB the decrees of the cherub

REVERTING TO OLD TYPE

Some Genial Remark on Alleged
Decline of Kindergarten

The ktndoTKarten is going out For sev-
eral years put the decline in attendance

ktadecgnrten dames has Mea steady
Can te be that the supply of tissue

paper Is becoming exhausted or that the
Ingenuity of teachers fa inventing new
picturesque fairy tortes Is on the wane

The aaaertioa that the Wndergartea

of coarse be received with the usual con
tempt ia highly mtenectual decks

Probably mush nearer truth is that
our cWMrea are not yet highly developed
enough to appreciate it It is ahead of
the age

Fifty years more or se of antmre books
fresh from the printing proas every hoar
and road aloud from birth may educate
the young mted time to be enthusiastic
over kindergarten games

along with this must come If any
real progress Is posoiUe the suppression-
of a sense of humor among the very
young

To play a same in which the
hands on the sides and jumping and
down from the outside drck to a point
in the center labeled nest thus con-
veying the idea of flying is so irresistibly
funny to some fouryearolds that they
fall appreciate the dignity of the kin-
dergarten and its true value in the
psychotegy of education

Thus Irreverenc creeps ia and aa in-
stitution that ought to be more or less
sacred coming as it lees from the home
of the thrown into undeserved
disrepute and once more we are revert-
ing to primitive conditions

If the decline of the Mnderartea con-
tinues we look forward indeed to the
time when very young chQdcen wilt be
strolling around once more ia the open
fields picking real daisies

Our Trade with Japan
Fiwa the X r Twfc WwU

What the nation has at take in the
maintenance of cordial relations with
Japan Is indicated by the Japanese trade
returns for the last fiscal year They
show that the United States is still ahead
of all other countries In the T plume of
Japanese trade In 1W7 our combined ex
ports to Japan and imports from that
country exceeded S3ft7Mt4Nt an amount
38 0000 in excess of Great Britains

trade with Japan Last year our exports
to Japan reached 443327 an Increase of
approximately 3 09ott over 1507

WORKING THE SCARE

The tttfKtze Jap k at r door
Tie pfete kecaean iar loot tM Rerej

We seed ra battle eUss er xacref

Vat ceeid TTC 4o tfaond set car
Acd acbs tbs P aiwiEe8 Jlsia t
We wed these Mr Mps rt bt sway

Then think rf bdplcsa TriO t ira
VIUx stttdr mBa sH lettered daro
By those fierce ficXten aafl brownj

Rev aa re 4eafct tt war it dne-
O2 tattjo ship WB need a sew
Bat let ta toaproofca ca troj
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ROOSEVELT OBT IINOQElSr

Tribute to the Martyred Presidents
Humane Sentlmejits

The deeds sad words of the treat soon
of the nation and shore eli the char-
acter of eacfe of the foremost men of
the nation are one and all assets of

value to the republic Lia
coins work and Llacoln words should
be and I think more and snore are part
e these fornmtive iafiuencor whisk tehd
to become living forces for good dtizeas-
tiTpJamong our people There is one of
hfc letters which has always appealed to
me particularly It fe the see running as
fellows

DK Madam I beui dwna ta the nVs

f U aelHM ttif tint re tlw jMfc r f
dist ai douly ndi f

I feel boo wwk sat fcvttlw mt te J-

jm toe crtef or a kw w liiimin B c I
caaMt nfotlH fa ttadtrfarg ym tIn p0ii tf
tint Bar be fwvi i ftr tkndc of 8w uuafcllcJ-
iMjr d t w I pray ttet MIT HMM T Fats

xed hat Bd vJ t tint nest fee M-
tt Mrs HH M easOr a asccmw the star

A USCOL3
Any man who has occupied the oSee

of President realizes the incredible
amount ef aamfetejtnUive work with

the President has to deal eves
time of peace He is of necessity very
busy man a much driven man from
whose mind there can never be absent
for many mmutes at a time the coo
stderatien of some problem of
tahOe or of soi matter of less impor-
tance which set causes sorry and strefat
Under such circumstances it is set easy
fbr a President even in times of peace
te turn from the affairs that are of mo-

ment to all the people and consider af-
fairs that are of moment te but one
person WhIle this is true of times of
peace it ie ef course mmritely more
true of times of war No President who
has ever sat in the White House has
borne the burden that Lincoln bore or
been under the eeeeelese strain which
he endured It did net let up by day or
night Ever he had to consider prob-
lems of the widest importance ever to
run risks of the greatest magnitude and
ever through and across his plans to
meet these great dangers and treat re-

spoaemntiec was shot the woof of an
mflnite number of email worries and
smalt annoyances He worked out his
great tusk while unceasingly beset by
the need of attending as best he could
to a multitude of small tusks It Is a
touching thing that the great leader
wIlDe thus driven MId absorbed could

to do jioma deed of personal kindness
and It is a fortunate thing for the na-
tion that in addUhm to doing so wen
mob deed peat or small he possessed
that marvelous gift of expression which
enabled kiss unite uneonseiMMir to choose
the very words beet ftt to commemorate
each deed

CUBAS PROBLEMS

Capitalistic Element the Most Likely
to Make Trouble

Betty W

eternal conflict between the spiritual ana
the concrete Quite a lot of monej baa
been invested ta Cuba since the does of
the Spanish war Much of this came
with the xetilcheufek Ides Afl of It

an
speculative Avaricious aad timid
gruretve enterprising and uiurerupuiecg
it see ta the end of the pte tatanml

menace of every kind of-

nacarteJaCy for the Cuba barfly less
thou the OftadNM k a tn the
good old viees of Spate

This capitalistic element win prove
the hardest with which Qoaee wIll have
to deal bocauee It is convinced that Its
safety lies ta the return of the Americans
and it will work to that end The cfr-
cumetaace tatposec upon the oppoomon
the need of a restraint which can only
emanate from a prudent sad
selfdenyiag patriotism-

In a region such as this It but
little to make a revolution or the ap-
pearance of one The average American
mind has not yet learned te grasp ques-
tions of foreis policy which do not carry
some stirring domestic We are
apt to accept without sottdeat dtecrhato-
atioR the first story that comes te us
There is a growing heist that we made a
mistake te not taking over Cuba along
with Porto BJeo and that the Teller reso-
lution was sentimental tommyrOt Be
this as it may we are ourselves reopoa

for the Wee of Cuba Libre aad of
independent government which moves
the of the present generation of
Cubans

There of course a few Cubans
who believe sadly but sincerely that
then countrymen are Incapable of self
government and who know that if this
be affirmed the meatiest deettay of the
Island is geographically and logically as
sure as was that of Texas But the mass
and body of the people are otherwise
beat To them there Js a repeUaace la-

the Yankee which was sot in the Span-
iard They reseat what they regard as
our affectation of disinterestedness They
resent a selfcomplacency which irritates
where it te silent sad are Indignant

a dootoaacy which is too often
blatant Blood is thicker than water
The petty tyrannies ef old Spate are for
gottea the brutalities and horrors are
fading away like the wreaths upon tile
patriotic statues and the tombs Weyler
was not so bad after It Is the pebble-
in the shoe not the scar upon the back-
er the brand upon the forehead that
gives disquiet

Flaws In Family Life
Fna the Xew York BGafac

Who could believe that any written
thing is responsible for the fact that
since ISM divorce has increased thrice
as rapidly as our population Such as-

tounding dissolution can be accounted
for only by profound changes In womans
status te her view of life and in wider
social aad economic conditions The old
writer who coiled divorce a medicine
for the disease of marriage saw dearly
and those ardent reformers whom the
Census Bureaus reports persuade to de
mud the abolition of all divorce privi
leges must take his words seriously Lot-
us have uniform divorce iews but first
let us search out the flaws ta modern
family Hfe which break up
of oar homes

Liberia Appeal

Now the little republic declares itself
to be in urgent need of sympathy and
advice and perhaps of snore substantial
aid and it naturally appeals therefore
to the United States The appeal should
not be vain This country ought to
recognize Liberias independence It
ought to have been foremost inestab
llshlng and developing with It the com-
mercial and other relations which would
have been immeasurably helpful to It
Having failed In these duties In the past
It should now nil the more earnestly
seek to atone for Its neglect by promptly
doing all that lies within its legitimate
power for the safeguarding and promo-
tion of LIberian interests

Modern Plight
ftan tha Dearer

Autos will replace horses In Ue White
House stables No doubt the President
who goes in 3Iarch 4 1317 will i place
the autos with aeroplanes
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Indifference to Expense a Predomi-
nant Note of Consrre

In what respect does Congress differ
mast widely from the parliaments of any
other country We have pondered deeply
tide question asked y a correspondent
and have arrived at the conclusion that
the distinguishing mark of our Congress
Ie it indifference to expense

Can we afford is a question seldom
asked at Washington asked indeed only
ae to such picayune matters as the
salaries ef President judges and nrfn
ten abroad Other codntrles permit
purse considerations to govern their out-
lay They have mechanism annually
corrected which ii intended te adjust
outgo to income and they come some
where near doing it

We bave ae such mechanism no means
of increasing or reducing taxes year
by year according as our necessities
dictate no habit of increasing or reducing
expenditures year by year as our avail-
able Income suggests Some times we
pile up a mountainous surplus sometimes-
we descend into an almost bottom
deL Because we never expect to make
oar credits and debits balance ire have
fallen into the extravagant ways peculiar
both to the men who have and the men
who owe millions-

It has aet bothered anybody apparently
ta Congress or without that the deficit
for the last fiscal year was 3Sfil H that
the Indicated deficit for the present year
is nReOdOO and for the next year 13-

M0 31fK W m all That prospect in
nay country would drive the
chancellor of the exchequer iasaneand
first of drive him from office

WASTE IN THE NAVY

How use Bureau System Operates to
Divide ReAponalblli-

tyB a 9f fdi tjr E r OTtfttiTe Albert P D soa

An inherent defect In the present sys-
tem of naval administration te the bureau
system as it stands under existing law
President Roosevelt la his last annual
message stated It tersely when he said
that there Is ttterallv ao excuse what-
ever for eeattaateg the present Dureau
organization of the navy i

Tills orgaaization consists of eight sep-
arate and distinct bureaus each independ-
ent and supreme m itself It is proper
that there should be a natural division
of the work of this greet department but
I can see no defense of a law which pro-
vides that

The orders of the elliot of bureau shall
be construed as eataaatteg inane the

of the Navy and shall have full
force and effect as such

The douse practjeagy sets up eight
independent secretaries of the navy each
supreme ta fete division of naval desThe tendency of the system is to pteee
the interest of the burn above the
interest of the navy ae a whole Fur-
thermore this independence has deprived
the government f the beaotK of the ta
ready geatas of the country not found
within the bureaus themselves
The baneful defects of the existing sys-

tem have shown themselves te many dl-
reedeas In the question of the design
of ships we have recently witnessed
entire navy engaged te a fierce discus
sfob of the armorbelt toe Without at-
tempting to say which side was correct
in its contentions it amst be apparent
that the eOcfeacy of tile navy Its die
rtettne and 4ts ftsfatteg spirit is in ao
way promoted by these unseemly internal
strifes tThe general public regarded this as a
coatroversr between the bureau adro-
eates on one sMe defending their actions
and on the other sUe the line officers
ef the aatvy4be soon nmst be the
ones te ue Aese weepoaajn thej tienal
defense

We see It In the atevemeiit of ships A
recent issue of the Literary Digest re
kiss that out lout ago the captain of
bottle ship received orders reM one be
reau to sail from a navy yard at sore
while at the same time he w e threatened
with by another urean It
he did so

IB the equipment of Ships we and many
examples of conflicts of authority un-

natural and unbusteesse division of
duties and fuactions with the
detays and extravagances which taerft
ably follow

can any one defend a system where the
itesttltedon of the nrecoatrol apparatus
on a war ship is divided up among three
separate aad distinct bureaus

Is it businesslike to have the eagiaes
aad pumps of a ship under the jnrisdfc

of one bureau while the steam pipes
leading to them and necessarily aa In-

tegral put of them are under the con-

trol of another bureau
We have seen the wastefulness of the

system best exemplified ia the repair of
skips as conducted by navy yards With
each bureau not only independent by law
Bat separately provided by Congress with
its own appropriation there grew up at
each navy yard not a single weHdevel
oped plant but ta reality each bureau
was building up at the several yards its
own independent plant with separate
buildings machinery and workmen

At these navy yards were three or four
carpenter shops as many pattern shops
paint shops blacksmith shops and so
forth bustaess man would tolerate
such eoadttion for a moment as Us
waetefttaass and extravagance are plain

Losses In TVaTl Street
Ftetefck S Dkteas ta BrajtodrX

During the week ended September 2

INS there was sold 55S 000 worth of
stock and during the same week 15471Sfe-

IB bonds In other words the value of
the stock presumed to be sold was over
twentyseven times the value ef the
bonds actually sold The total number
of bonds reported may all have been hon-
estly sold but the total shares of stock
were just as certainly not honestly sold
Most members of the New York Stock
Exchange will tell you that only about
1 per cent of the sales of stocks Is for
actual investment the balance being
sales upon margin invariably simply
gambling contracts But Jet us be con-

servative and acknowledge that one
tenth of the sales are for Investment If
we deduct 10 per cent from the sales or
the week we have been considering we
nod that 5ttS9 shares were dealt fa on
margin aa average of S36W shares a
day At It points margin this would
mean that every day sum of 3364QO
was risked ia gambling contracts en the
New York Stock Exchange Take the
most generous estimate of winning or-

ders one out of four and figure that the
unsuccessful gamblers lost but half their
margins and we find a gross loss In one
day of ftlSSSW During 1507 the win
nings of the bank at Monte Carlo were
T50WX Wall street takes more than

that from its gamblers in two and a
half days

Distinctions In
From the Boston Herald

This latest decision of the New York
courts that an oral bet on a horse race
Is not betting within the meaning of
prohibitory statute on the subject

several other decisions of a similar
tenor all going to show that the law
recognizes a difference between a wager
made between two persons of opposite
opinions as to the speed of an animal on
the race track and a bet negotiated
through the professional bookmakers The
latter is professional gambling and the
other is not

Please Behave
From te PUUdilphla lajBttr

And now Miss Cuba you are given
freedom once more with the request that
you use it like a perfect lady
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AT THE HOTELS
The United States army since It has

been reorganized Is as effective a mili-
tary force for its size as any m the
world said Gen Scott Sbipp of Lex-
ington Va at the Ebbitt yesterday The
veteran soldier has been at tha ho6d of
the Virginia Military Institute for fifty
one years and although in the seventies
would not be taken to be older then
sixty years of age

There Is probably one fadt to be
found with the system and that is there
are not enough officers A goodly nasa

of army officers are detailed as ir
structors at Institutions continued Gen
Shlpp In that manner the regular
army Is deprived of their active services
I think it would be advisable to have
enough officers to take charge of the
volunteer troops In case of necessity

Gen Shipp did not think anything
of President Roosevelts recent

long ride and said that although past
seventy now be could have done the
same thins with ease up to two years
ago and that even now Se took a horse
back ride of about eighteen or twenty
miles almost every day

Mr Taft added the Virginia soldier
is merely continuing a policy of concilia-

tion which was begun bv Mr McKinley
and taken up by President Roosevelt I
dont think it is Mr Taffs idea or ex-
pectation to bring the South Into the
Republican column Tb South has al-
ways heretofore felt like an attached
province which took but little interest
In what was going on north of her terri-
tory

Speaking of the Japanese question Gen
Shipp thought that the Japanese would

some time own the Philippines and
that there was nothing to prevent them

holding them as long as they wanted
them

Ernst Naumann young business man
of Berlin Germany who Is accompanied
by Mrs Naumann is at the Raleigh
Mr Xaumann said he was merely touring
America to see and to learn

I have heard Americans Ia Germany
boast of their country said Mr Nan
mann and I invariably concluded that
they were drawing considerably oa their
imagination Of course every man for hi
own country and so I did not blame the
Americans tex boosting up their own
country But I have seen a great part of
the United States I must confess
that you Americans do not overdraw
your descriptions of your country It Is
the greatest the most magnificent eoun
try I have ever seen New York alone
convinced me that America Is a lend of
wonders I was stunned with giant
enterprises its skyscrapers subways and
its hustle and activity Berlin is nothing
as compared with New York Of course
Berlin Is a newer city from an architec-
tural standpoint sad it has more hand-
some buildings bat it cannot boast of the
immense business of New York

President Roosevelt fe popular ia Ger-
many and Us visit to Germany where
he lecture before the university at
Berlin is awaited with great pleasure

expectancy He resemMee our Kaiser
in many characteristics aad we all love
our Kaiser We are loyal and patriotic
He has sands Genaaay a great and strong
country

R Tans aad S Cteenl of Tokyo Japan
are at the New WBtard They say that
they are officials of the Japanese rail
way department sad that they have
been traveling ia Burope and tills coun
try to investigate the various systems of
railroading

They said through their Interpreter
Takao Iwananaf of this dty who used
to serve under Mr Yaao in the Japanese
railway deportment that about M per-
cent of the material sj ia the con-
struction of new railroads in Japea was
bought in this country and that there-
fore when the Japanese raiirofed sys-
tems were completed they would
resemble the American system more
closely than any other The two Japa-
nese who paid their respects to Ambassa-
dor Takahira yesterday afternoon de-
clined to discuss the California Japanese
question In detail merely saying that
they had confidence ia President Reese
velts statesmanship and Baron Takahira
to bring about aa amicable settlement

In order to bring the school system of
Kansas to a higher state of efficiency
said Boa M Gardner of Kansas CIty at
the National yesterday the educational
commission is seriously considering the
feasibility of recommending some other
form of selecting the State superintendent-
of schools ant the county supermtendentf
These officers are now elected That
other methods of selecting those officers
as a rule would help to improve the
school system is obvious but the commis-
sion isnt sure that a change could be
effected now on account of a present
popular clamor for the election of all
public servants even down to school-
teachers The Republicans turned down a
piank declaring for the election of all
officers at their recent State convention
but the Democrats picked it up lid In-

serted It So the question is now a
political te a certain extent and it
might be difficult to make the proposed
change in the method of selecting the
heads of the State and county schools
even though the change would help to
increase the efficiency of the schools

Better results could be obtained if the
schools were lifted out of politics entirely
added Mr Gardner Then a State super-
intendent could be retained in eSce aa
long as he got results The trouble BOW
Is a superintendent cannot remain in of-
fice long enough to thoroughly fix a
school policy

Speaking of e people who are crazy for
old hats and use them as a medium of
exchange Dr Frederick Leighton of
London who is at the New WHiarci and
who Is on a visit to this country said
last night that the group of islands
known as the NIcobars about 155 miles
south of the Asdamans had been but
little explored though the manners and
customs of the inhabitants offered very
Interesting peculiarities to the ethnologist

One of the most noticeable of these
continued the Englishman and one
which seriously affects the trade of the
Islands Is the passion for old bats which
without exception pervades the whole
framework of society No one is exempt
from it Young and old chief and

alike endeavor to outvie one another-
In the singularity of shapes no less than
in the number of old hats they can ac
quire during their lifetime

On a fine morning at the Nfeebars it
Is no unusual thing to see the surface
of the ocean In the vicinity of the Islands
dotted over with canoes In each of which
the noble savage with nothing oa but
the conventional slip of cloth and a tall
white bat with a black hand may be
watched catching fish for his daHy meal
Secondhand hats are in most request
new ones being looked upon with
suspicion and disfavor

This curious passion is ae wen known
that traders from Calcutta make annual
excursions to the NIcobars with cargoes
of old hats which they barter for cocoa
nuts the only product of these islands

Parents
From the Erooklja StasdzidUcfcc

There Is more merit In the opinion of
the Colorado secretary of the bureau ot
chJId and animal protection that parents-
of bad children should be punished for
the misconduct of their offspring than
one would suppose at first thought If
the State had tho power to bring parents-
to the bar of Justice when their children
went wrong there would perhaps be a
more determined effort to see that boys
and girls lived In accordance wIth the
Ideate ef clTiUattaa
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